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THE MODEL REPORTING AREA FOR BLINDNESS 
STATISTICS 


In 1962 the Biometrics Branch of the National Institute of Neuro- 
logical Diseases and Blindness, with the counsel and cooperation of the 
National Society for the Prevention of Blindness, the American 
Foundation for the Blind, and the Division of Chronic Diseases of the 
Public Health Service, sponsored the organization of a Model Report- 
ing Area for Blindness Statistics (MRA). This Model Reporting 
Area is a voluntary association of States which maintain registers 
of persons with severe vision impairment. 


The basis for membership in the MRA is the maintenance of a state- 
wide register of blind persons by a single State agency and the adher- 
ence to a specific set of standards. These standards include the adop- 
tion of a uniform definition of blindness, collection of specified infor- 
mation, annual updating of the register to reflect current status, 
adoption of the Standard Classification of Causes of Severe Vision 
Impairment and Blindness (prepared by the National Society for the 
Prevention of Blindness), and preparation of specified summary tabu- 
lations or punch cards. In 1963 the Model Reporting Area included 
the ten States listed below comprising about 15 percent of the total U.S. 
population. 


The term “blindness” as used by the Model Reporting Area for 
Blindness Statistics includes severe vision impairment and is defined 
as follows: visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with 
best correction or visual acuity of better than 20/200 if the widest 
diameter of the field of vision subtends an angle no greater than 20 
degrees. Individuals with a progressive eye condition which does not 
yet meet this definition are excluded. 


MODEL REPORTING AREA STATES, 1963 


Connecticut New Jersey 
Kansas North Carolina 
Louisiana Oregon 
Massachusetts Rhode Island 
New Hampshire Vermont 


This is the second statistical report of the Model Reporting Area 
for Blindness Statistics. Further information regarding the Model 
Reporting Area may be obtained from: 


Chief, Biometrics Branch 
National Institute of Neurological Diseases and Blindness 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Md. 20014 
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NOTES AND HIGHLIGHTS 
GENERAL NOTES 


The 1963 Statistical Report is based on register data for 1963 sub- 
mitted by each of the ten member States of the Model Reporting Area 
for Blindness Statistics (MRA). Included in the report are 26 tables 
arranged as follows: 


Table 1 Summary data. 
Tables 2-19 Register additions in 1963. 
2-7 All additions. 


8-10 First additions. 
11-19 First additions examined by medical eye 
specialists—CAUSH OF BLINDNESS. 
Tables 20-25 Total on register as of December 31, 1963. 
Table 26 Removals from register in 1963. 


Population estimates for 1963 used in computing rates were prepared 
for each State separately by applying the proportion in a given age- 
sex group (or race-sex group) of the total State population enu- 
merated on April 1, 1960, to the total resident population in the State 
as estimated by the Census Bureau for July 1, 1963. Population to- 
tals were obtained by addition. Rates were not computed for groups 
with population under 25,000 because errors in estimation may unduly 
affect small population groups. Also, due to normal variations and 
reporting artifacts, rates computed for such groups might tend to 
be misleading. 


It should be noted that some of the interstate variation in the rates 
of additions to the register and in rates for the end-of-year totals 
may be due to variations in the age and race composition of the re- 
spective populations as well as to normal annual fluctuations in these 
rates. Adjustment of rates by age and race will be made in future 
reports, where appropriate, after additional data and experience have 
been obtained from the Model Reporting Area program so that mean- 
ingful interpretation may be placed on such rates. 


It should be noted that some States carried over into 1963 major re- 
visions and clearances of their registers which were instituted in the 
previous year. Consequently, some of the data presented in tables 
20-26 on end-of-year totals and register removals may reflect the biases 
of such revisions and clearances. 


Data on cause of blindness became available to the MRA for the first 
time in 1963, the reported cause information in each State being classi- 
fied according to the 1963 revision of the Standard Classification of 
Causes of Severe Vision Impairment and Blindness. Note should 
also be made that the cause-of-blindness data have certain limitations. 
In a number of MRA States, detailed classification of cause-of-blind- 
ness information in 1963 represented their first such venture. Be- 
cause of this, and despite efforts to achieve uniformity, it is certain 
that differences in interpretation of classification principles existed, 
as well as errors in coding. Also, the variation in diagnostic skills 
among States or localities may account for some of the differences 
found. Cause of blindness was tabulated only for those additions 
who were reported for the first time during 1963 and who were ex- 
amined by physicians specializing in diseases of the eye, namely oph- 
thalmologists and eye-ear-nose-and-throat specialists. The cause-of- 
blindness tabulations presented in this report are based on major 
groupings of the Standard Classification as indicated on page 9. 


The MRA, as composed in 1963, cannot be considered to represent 
adequately the United States as a whole. Projecting MRA data 
directly to the United States is not recommended. 
The following symbols are used in the tables: 
— Quantity is zero in frequency tables. 
0 Quantity is zero in rate or percent tables. 
0.0 Quantity is more than 0 but less than 0.05 in rate or per- 
cent. tables. 
_. Rate not computed where estimated population was less 
than 25,000 or percent with unknown information was 10 
or more. 


NOTES AND HIGHLIGHTS TO INDIVIDUAL TABLES 


SumMARY Data» 


Table 1. Summary table of first additions, readditions, removals, and 
end-of-year total on register: each MRA State and MRA 
total, 1963 
There were 4,412 first additions and 84 readditions to the MRA 
registers in 1963. (Readditions include new reports of blindness on 
individuals who were previdtisly removed from the register due to 
recovered vision, migration from the State, etc.) The rate per 100,000 
population for all additions to the MRA registers was 15.6. The rates 
ranged by State from a low of 9.0 per 100,000 in New Jersey to a high 
of 25.2 in Vermont. 


Removals from the register for the MRA during 1963 totaled 3,026. 
In North Carolina and Vermont there were more removals than addi- 
tions in 1963. However, as previously mentioned in the General Notes 
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data on removals during 1963 should not be considered typical since 
several States were continuing major revisions and clearances of their 
registers. For example, in Louisiana only a very small number of the 
actual removals in 1963 were assigned to that year, due to the nature 
of the comprehensive procedures used for the register revision and 
clearance. 


The total number on the register at the end of 1963 for the 10 MRA 
States was 43,362, or a rate of 150.7 per 100,000 population. Rates by 
State ranged from a low of 103 per 100,000 for New Jersey to a high 
of 210 per 100,000 in North Carolina. Again, end-of-year totals for 
1963 may not be typical for all States for reasons mentioned in the 
General Notes. 


Refer to the General Notes regarding the interstate variation in the 
rates of additions and end-of-year totals. 


ReEaIsTer ApDpITIONS IN 1963 


All Additions 


Table 2. All additions to register by age and sex: MRA total, 1963 
(number and rate) 

The rates per 100,000 for additions generally remained low under 45 
years of age and increased only slightly with age up toage 45. There- 
after the rates increased markedly with age in each sex. The rates for 
males were slightly higher than the rates for females for ages 5-64, 
with the rates for females becoming higher than males thereafter. 
Overall, the rate for females was slightly higher than for males, 16.7 
compared with 14.5. Although the rates among the aged are somewhat 
higher for females, there do not appear to be any major sex differences 
in the rates for additions. 


Table 3. All additions to register by sex and race: each MRA State 

and MRA fotal, 1963 (number and rate) 
Rates were not computed by race for the MRA total, Massachusetts, 
and New Jersey, because of the high percentage of unknowns. The 
rates for white females were generally higher than the corresponding 
rates for white males. The pattern does not hold for nonwhite males 
and females in four States for which meaningful rates by race and sex 
could be computed. In those States for which both white and non- 
white rates were computed, the rates for nonwhites were considerably 
higher than the rates for whites, and this race differential was 
consistent by sex. 


Table 4. All additions to register by age: each MRA State and MRA 
total, 1963 (number and rate) 


Age-specific rates were not computed for Massachusetts because of the 
high proportion of unknown age. For each of the remaining MRA 
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States, the rates generally remained low in the younger age groups 
and increased rather sharply beginning with age group 45-64. The 
only exception to the rising pattern after age 45 was Louisiana. The 
relatively low rates for Louisiana in the age groups 65-74 and 75-84 
are believed to be due to underreporting of blind persons aged 65 and 
over to the register. 


Table 5. All additions to the register by degree of vision: each MRA 
State and MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 

Persons reported with vision of exactly 20/200 represented 27.2 per- 

cent of the MRA total. However, it should be noted that the gen- 

erally high proportion of persons reported in the MRA States with 

exactly this degree of vision probably indicates a lack of precise 

visual acuity measurement or lack of careful recording by the eye 


examiner, particularly because this level of acuity is sufficient to dis- 


tinguish the “legally” blind. No doubt a number of persons so classi- 


fied have vision bordering on the blindness level, either somewhat 


less than 20/200 or between 20/100 and 20/200. 


Some six percent of all additions were totally blind, and almost sevén 
percent had vision greater than 20/200 but with visual field restricted 
to 20 degrees or less. For approximately 11 percent of the additions, 
vision was limited to either light perception or light projection. 


The “unknown” degree of vision category includes persons presumed 
to be blind by definition but who could not be examined adequately 
because of age or other reason, or for whom there was no report of the 
actual visual acuity. About one-third of the 5.6 percent in this cate- 
gory for the entire MRA were from Connecticut. 


Table 6. All additions to register by sex, race and degree of vision: 
MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 

There appears to be little difference in the percent distribution of de- 

gree of vision by race and sex. 


Table 7. All additions to register by age and degree of vision: MRA 
total, 1963 (number and percent) 

About 40 percent of the age group under 5 had visual acuity of light 
projection or less. Also, about 40 percent of this age group had “un- 
known” degree of vision. These high proportions may be due in 
part to the difficulty of examining the very young, with only the very 
severe visual impairments being measureable. The largest percent- 
ages in the remaining age groups occur in the 20/200 category. 


First Additions 


Table 8. First additions to register by age at onset: each MRA State 
and MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 


For the MRA total about 42 percent of the registrants had unknown 
age at onset of severe vision impairment. The percent of unknown 
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age at onset ranged from a high of 92.6 percent in Massachusetts to 
a low of 0.8 percent in North Carolina. In view of the high propor- 
tion with unknown age at onset in most States, the distributions by 
age at onset are of limited value. However, of some interest are the 
rather large proportions reported to be blind at birth in Louisiana 
(22.9 percent) and in Rhode Island (23.3 percent). 


Table 9. First additions to register by discipline of examiner: each 

MRA State and MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 
The great majority (84 percent) of first additions in the total MRA 
were known to be examined by ophthalmologists or eye-ear-nose-and- 
throat specialists, and in 8 of the 10 States this percentage ranged 
from 87 to 98. In the other two States, Massachusetts and Connecti- 
cut, there were relatively high proportions where the discipline of 
examiner was not specified. 


Table 10. First additions to register by degree of vision and discipline 
of examiner: MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 

The percent distributions of first additions according to degree of 

vision categories appear to be similar for ophthalmologists or eye-ear- 

nose-and-throat specialists and optometrists. A rather large pro- 

portion, almost 28 percent, of the first additions examined by physi- 

cians other than eye specialists were totally blind. 


First Additions Examined by Medical Eye Specialists—CAUSE OF 
BLINDNESS 


Table 11. First additions to register by major affection groups: each 

MRA State and MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 
The affection groups in which blind persons were most frequently 
classified were “cataract,” “glaucoma,” “retinal degeneration,” and 
“other retinal affections,” accounting for about 70 percent of all affec- 
tions. An additional 11.6 percent were due to a miscellaneous group 
of “other affections.” Among States there was considerable variation 
by type of affection probably due largely to the reasons indicated in the 
General Notes. Retrolental fibroplasia was reported for one percent of 
all first additions examined by eye specialists. 


Table 12. First additions to register by sex, race and major affection 

groups: MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 
There appear to be no major differences between the sexes according to 
major affection groups. A comparison of the races, however, shows 
marked differences for two major affections. These were glaucoma, 
where about 11 percent of the whites and 27 percent of the nonwhites 
had this affection, and retinal degeneration, where 17 percent of the 
whites and 5 percent of the nonwhites were affected. To what extent 
variations in age distributions in the races account for these differences 
is unknown. 


771-534 O-65—2 


Table 13. First additions to register by age and major affections 

groups: MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 
In general, higher proportions of glaucoma, cataract, and retinal de- 
generation affections were reported among those in the older age 
groups, than in the younger ages. The percent with optic nerve 
atrophy was fairly high in the under 45 age group and much lower 
for the older age groups. The 30 cases of retrolental fibroplasia 
reported among persons 5 years of age or older probably represent 
delayed reporting of blindness since this affection is known to appear 
shortly after birth. 


Table 14. First additions to register by degree of vision and major 
affection groups: MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 


Except for retrolental fibroplasia and glaucoma, the 20/200 visual 
acuity category accounted for the largest proportion of each of the 
major affection groups. (See comments with reference to table 5.) 
In retrolental fibroplasia 42 percent of the persons had absolute blind- 
ness and 19 percent had only light perception. About 26 percent of 
persons with glaucoma had visual acuity better than 20/200 but with 
visual field restricted to 20 degrees or less. This is perhaps to be 
expected since a contracted field is usually found in advanced 
glaucoma. 


Table 15. First additions to register by major etiology groups: each 

MRA State and MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 
The etiology category “other general diseases” accounted for 23 per- 
cent of the first additions reported by medical eye specialists, ranging 
from a low of 5 percent in Massachusetts to 51 percent in Kansas. 
There was also considerable interstate variation in the groups “di- 
abetes,” “unknown to science,” and “not reported or determined.” 
(See General Notes for comment on interstate variation by cause of 
blindness.) The percent of reported blindness due to diabetes, about 
11 percent for the MRA as a whole, varied from a low of 4 percent in 
Oregon to a high of 24 percent in Rhode Island. In about 17 percent 
of the additions for the total MRA the etiology was “unknown to 
science” and in another 24 percent the etiology was “not reported or 
determined.” 


Table 16. First additions to register by sex, race and major etiology 
groups: MRA total 1963 (number and percent) 
The percent of males whose etiology was “injuries and poisonings” 
was somewhat higher than the corresponding percent among females 
for each race group. The difference was more marked for the non- 
whites. A similar pattern was obtained for the “prenatal influence” 
category. The percent of females with an etiology of “diabetes” 
was higher than the corresponding percent for males, particularly 
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among the nonwhites. The difference may be due, in part, to higher 
morbidity from diabetes for females in the general population. 


Table 17. First additions to register by age and major etiology groups: 

MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 
Under 45 years of age the largest proportion of blindness was due to 
prenatal influence. From ages 5 through 44 years injuries and poison- 
ings accounted for a fairly large proportion of reported blindness. At 
age 45 years and thereafter the three largest etiology groups were 
“unknown to science,” “other general diseases,” which includes senile 
degeneration, and “not reported or determined.” Diabetes was of 
particular etiological significance in the age groups from 20 through 
74 years. 


Table 18. First additions to register by degree of vision and major 

etiology groups: MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 
In the etiology groups “injuries and poisonings” and “neoplasms” 
over one-fourth of the persons were reported as totally blind. In the 
remaining etiology groups, the largest percents were generally in the 
20/200 category. (See comments with reference to table 5.) 


Table 19. First additions to register by major affection groups and 
major etiology groups: MRA total, 1963 (number and 
percent) 

The three most frequent diagnoses were cataracts—other general dis- 

eases; other retinal affections—diabetes; and glaucoma—unknown to 

science. These three groupings were principally senile cataract, dia- 
betic retinopathy, and primary glaucoma. 


Torat oN RecisTeR as OF DECEMBER 31, 1963 


Table 20. Total on register by age and sex: MRA fotal, as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1963 (number and rate) 

For all ages combined the rates for males and females were very 

similar. The lowest rates for both sexes were for the under 5-year 

age group, increasing sharply thereafter with age. The age-specific 

rates for males were somewhat higher than those for females up 

through age 74, after which the rates for females were higher. 


Table 21. Total on register by sex and race: each MRA State and MRA 
total, as of December 31, 1963 (number and rate) 
Rates by race were not computed for the MRA total or for Massa- 
chusetts because of the high proportion of unknows. In five of the 
six States which had sufficiently large nonwhite populations to per- 
mit meaningful rates to be computed, the rates for nonwhites were 
appreciably higher than those for whites. In the State of Oregon, 
which has a relatively small nonwhite population, the rate for whites 
was slightly higher than that for nonwhites. Although there was 
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some variation among the States, the magnitude of the rates for males 
and females was generally similar. 


Table 22. Total on register by age: each MRA State and MRA fotal, 
as of December 31, 1963 (number and rate) 

For each MRA State, the rates generally increased with increasing 

age. 

Table 23. Total on register by degree of vision: each MRA State and 
MRA total, as of December 31, 1963 (number and percent) 

The 5110 persons classified in the group “light perception” probably 

include some who should have been in the “light projection” group, 

since the distinction between light perception and light projection 

generally was not emphasized by MRA States prior to 1962. 


Persons presumed blind but who could not be examined adequately 
or for whom there was no report of actual visual acuity (i.e. the “un- 
known” category), accounted for about 9 percent of the MRA total 
registrants at the end of 1963. By State, the percents ranged from 
0 percent in Oregon to high of approximately 28 percent in 
Connecticut. 


With few exceptions, the 20/200 category was the largest for each 
State. (See comments with reference to table 5.) Some 12 percent of 
all registrants were totally blind and 6 percent had better than 20/200 
visual acuity but with visual field restricted to 20 degrees or less. 


Table 24. Total on register by sex, race and degree of vision: MRA 
total, as of December 31, 1963 (number and percent) 
There was no appreciable sex difference in the percent distribution by 
degree of vision. Nonwhites appeared to have somewhat higher 
proportions than whites in the more severe visual loss groups. 


Table 25. Total on register by age and degree of vision: MRA total, 
as of December 31, 1963 (number and percent) 

The pattern in this table is generally similar to that of table 7. About 
45 percent of all registered persons under 5 years of age had vision 
limited to light projection or less. The percent of the blind with 
“unknown” degree of vision was relatively high in the younger age 
groups as well as those 85 years or over probably indicative of the 
difficulty in examining persons in these age groups. 


Removats From REcIsTer 1n 1963 
Table 26. Removals from register by reason for removal: each MRA 
State and MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 
Death generally accounted for more than half of the removals. How- 
ever, as stated in the General Notes, removal data for 1963 should not 
be considered typical for all States, and this may account for some of 
the interstate variation according to reason for removal. 


STANDARD CLASSIFICATION OF CAUSES OF SEVERE 
VISION IMPAIRMENT AND BLINDNESS, 
1963 REVISION* 


(Abbreviated List) 


MAJOR AFFECTION GROUPS 
Glaucoma (other than congenital) 
Myopia 

Keratitis (all types, including ker- 
atoconjunctivitis and pannus) 

Cataract 

Uveitis (including iritis, iridocyclitis, 
choroiditis, chorioretinitis and 
sympathetic ophthalmia) 

Retinal degeneration (including 
retinitis pigmentosa, macular degen- 
eration and other retinal degenera- 
tion) 

Other retinal affections (including 
retinitis, retinopathy, affection of 
retinal vessels, coloboma of retina 
and detachment of retina) 

Optic nerve atrophy (including optic 
neuritis and retrobulbar neuritis) 

Unknown (including site and type of 
affection not established on exam- 
ination and no report on site and 
type of affection) 

Other (including all other conditions 
not specified above) 


MAJOR ETIOLOGY GROUPS 


Infectious diseases (all types includ- 
ing prenatal infection) 

Injuries, poisonings 

Neoplasms 

Diabetes mellitus 

Vascular diseases (including cerebro- 
vascular, cardiac, or other vascular 
conditions) 

Other general diseases (including 
anemia or other blood disease, senile 
degeneration, nutritional deficiency, 
other metabolic or growth disorder, 
renal disease other than complicat- 
ing pregnancy, multiple sclerosis, 
other demyelinating disease, cere- 
bral palsy, other disorders of ner- 
vous system, hysteria or other dis- 
turbance of psychic control, compli- 
cation of pregnancy, sarcoidosis, 
inflammatory noninfectious disease, 
and other specified disease or dis- 
order not elsewhere classified ) 

Prenatal influence (not elsewhere clas- 
sified, including that of hereditary 
or congenital origin) 

Unknown to science 

Not reported or determined (includ- 
ing etiology not established on ex- 
amination and no_ report on 
etiology ) 


*Prepared by the Committee on Operational Research, National Society for the Pre- 


vention of Blindness. 


TABLE 1. Summary table of first additions, readditions, removals, and 
end-of-year total on register: each MRA State and MRA fotal, 1963 


Number during year Rate per 100,000 
population 
Estimated stent deteatee Abe os 
midyear Total on 
State population register at All 
in First Re- end of year} addi- Total on 
thousands 1) additions | addi- | Removals tions | register at 
tions during | end of year 
year 
MRA total_______- 28,777 | 4, 412 84 | 3,026 | 43, 362 | 15.6 150. 7 
Connecticut _ _ _ __ ba 340 6 145 3, 346 | 12.7 123. 2 
Karnesne ss. so 2,217 378 21 olf 3,158 | 18.0 142. 4 
Louisiana_____-_-_- 3, 415 433 —_ 65 5, 673 | 12. 7 166. 1 
Massachusetts___| 5, 296 984 17 604 9,435 | 18.9 178. 2 
New Hampshire__ 644 133 — 67 1,128 | 20.7 175. 2 
New Jersey__-__- 6, 554 589 4 310 6, 773 9. 0 103. 3 
North Carolina___| 4,787 | 1, 074 29 | 1,154 | 10,057 | 23.0 210. 1 
Creme Sees. 1, 852 269 — 120 2,088 | 14.5 112.7 
Rhode Island_-_-_-_ 892 116 1 85 1, 034 | 13.1 115.9 
Vermont so. = | 405 96 6 159 670 | 25. 2 165. 4 


1 Source of population estimates: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 289, 
August 31, 1964. The figures include persons in the Armed Forces stationed in each State and exclude 
Armed Forces overseas. 
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TABLE 2. All 


Age 


85 and over 
Unknown-- 


additions to register by age and sex: MRA total, 1963 
(number and rate) 


Number Rate per 100,000 
Total Male Female Total Male Female 

fa. 14,496 2, 044 2, 449 115.6 14.5 16. 7 
Eahieds 111 56 55 3.5 3.4 3.5 
Bre 369 213 156 4.7 5.4 4.1 
ee 458 279 179 4.9 6. 2 3.8 
eee 2 1, 125 584 541 19.2 20.6 17.9 
a aa 2765 294 470 2 43.0 36. 4 48.3 
ee 915 340 575 $22, 7 108. 6 132.8 
eae ea 423 139 284 Zil.2 239.7 289.8 
7 em 3 330 139 189 


1 Includes 3 persons with sex not stated. 
2 Includes 1 person with sex not stated. 
3 Includes 2 persons with sex not stated. 
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TABLE 9. First additions to register by discipline of examiner: each 
MRA State and MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 


Ophthal- Other Optome- 
State Total mologist M.D. trist Other Unknown 
or EENT 
Number 
MERA FOUR. Go tes 4, 412 3, 720 86 154 16 436 
Connecticut_-____- 340 250 11 8 3 68 
WATSASe oo 378 335 13 19 1 10 
Louisiana_______- 433 409 5 17 2 ~ 
Massachusetts ___- 984 555 19 56 — 354 
New Hampshire - - 133 115 2 16 — — 
New Jersey -_-__-- 589 578 2 2 7 — 
North Carolina___| 1, 074 1, 020 19 31 — 4 
Oregon oes 269 259 8 1 1 — 
Rhode Island_-_--- 116 113 3 — — — 
Vermont... 96 86 4 4 2 — 
Percent 

MRA total___.._....- 100. 0 84. 3 1.9 Fs 0. 4 9. 9 
Connecticut_-____- 100. 0 Ja. & Fy 2. 4 .9 20. 0 
LC ee ee eee 100. 0 88. 6 3. 4 5. 0 in 2.6 

Louisiana_______- 100. 0 94. 5 iL.2 3.9 .5 0 
Massachusetts__._| 100.0 56. 4 1.9 Dud 0 36. 0 

New Hampshire__| 100. 0 86. 5 1.5 12. 0 0 0 

New Jersey - _-__-- 100. 0 98. 1 3 .3 1.2 0 
North Carolina___} 100.0 95. 0 1.8 2.9 0 .4 

Cremona | 100. 0 96. 3 3. 0 .4 4 0 

Rhode Island__-_-_- 100. 0 97. 4 2. 6 0 0 0 

Vermont.... 2... 100. 0 89. 6 4,2 4,2 zit 0 
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TABLE 10. First additions to register by degree of vision Bed dicciniine 
of examiner: MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 


Ophthal- Other Optome- 
Degree of vision Total mologist M.D. trist Other Unknown 
or EENT 
Number 
“C6 a 4, 412 3, 720 86 154 16 436 
Absolute blindness - _ 270 204 24 11 3 28 
Light perception - - -_- 435 365 11 24 1 34 
Light projection - - - - 49 47 1 — — 1 
Less than 5/200_---_- 703 617 9 22 2 53 
5/200 but less than 
SU) Shires so we 444 370 8 14 — 52 
10/200 but less than 
BOO oo oi 769 634 10 39 1 85 
MOO se 2 see es on SE 1, 194 1, 085 6 33 ooo 70 
Restricted field _ ___- 300 266 3 5 1 25 
Unknown. =... 2-2. 248 132 14 6 8 88 
Percent 
PIER ee SP oe ee 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 100 0 
Absolute blindness - _ 6.1 5.5 27.9 Tal oe 6.4 
Light perception - - -- 9.9 9.8 12.8 15.6 ms 7.8 
Light projection - - - - 1.1 1.3 1.2 0 oe 2 
Less than 5/200_---_- 15.9 16. 6 10.5 14.3 ane 12.2 
5/200 but less than 
200 8 10.1 9.9 9.3 9.1 a 11.9 
10/200 but less than 
eo. 2 ant = 17.4 17.0 11.6 25.3 eae 19.5 
ee ee 5 Oe | 29.2 7.0 21.4 nea 16.1 
Restricted field_-_-_-_- 6.8 7.2 3.5 3.2 rag 5.7 
Poaenown. =.= 2 5.6 3.5 16.3 3.9 ee 20. 2 
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TABLE 20. Total on register by age and sex: MRA total, as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1963 (number and rate) 


Number Rate per 100,000 


Age Se en eee 
Total Male Female Total Male Female 
Total,:all-ages._-_.:_- 1 43, 362 | 21,197 | 22,161 | 1150.7] 150.3 151.0 
Underti.-3 2322244 330 187 143 10. 3 11.5 9. 1 
b-1O eo SS eS? 4, 553 2, 551 2, 002 58. 6 64. 8 52. 3 
20-4420 3 dis 6, 960 4,019 2, 941 75. 0 88. 7 62. 0 
Ab640 uy ee 11,424-|') 6;263 | 6,161 1 195, 4 | 22133 171.1 
G5—(4eu be Ee 27,406 3, 405 4,000 | ? 416.1 421.9 411.1 
(0784s. eee ee 7, 432 3, 007 4, 425 996. 2 960. 7 | 1, 021.9 
85 and over___-_-_- 4, 554 1, 488 3, 066 |2, 919. 2 |2, 565.5 | 3, 128. 6 
Unknown_-_-__-_-_- 3 703 Zid. 423 


1Includes 4 persons with sex not stated. 
2Includes 1 person with sex not stated. 
3 Includes 3 persons with sex not stated. 
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Removals from register by reason for removal: each MRA 


State and MRA total, 1963 (number and percent) 


State 


Louisiana_-____--_- 
Massachusetts----_ 
New Hampshire - - 
New Jersey - ----- 
North Carolina__- 


Massachusetts _-_-_-_ 
New Hampshire _ _ 
New Jersey - - ---- 
North Carolina_-_ 


Total | Death Left State Sight Unable to Other 
restored locate 
Number 
3, 026 1, 894 283 549 220 80 
145 96 25 3 9 12 
317 176 40 72 27 2 
65 25 4 36 aN me 
604 519 48 19 5 13 
67 52 7 8 ee at 
310 133 47 96 23 11 
1, 154 672 68 267 145 2 
120 78 18 21 2 i 
85 va: 9 3 2 se 
159 72 17 24 7 39 
Percent 

100. 0 62. 6 9. 4 18.1 7. 3 2. 6 
100. 0 66. 2 a ae 2.1 6. 2 8.3 
100. 0 55. 5 12. 6 22. 7 8. 5 .6 

100. 0 38. 5 6. 2 55. 4 0 0 
100. 0 85. 9 7.9 3.1 8 2. 2 

100. 0 77. 6 10. 4 11.9 0 0 
100. 0 42.9 15. 2 31. 0 7.4 3. 5 
100. 0 58. 2 5. 9 23. 1 12. 6 2 
100. 0 65. 0 15. 0 17. 5 LZ .8 

100. 0 83. 5 10. 6 3. 5 2. 4 0 
100. 0 45. 3 10. 7 15.1 4.4 24. 5 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1965 O-—771-534 
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M72 for Blindness Statistics. 

St29 1963 STATISTICAL REPORT. 

1963 (1965) 
Date Due 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND 
19 WEST 16th STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 1001) 
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